The Film Review: Background
	The film review is a popular way for critics to assess a film’s overall quality and determine whether they think the film is worth recommending.  Film reviews differ from scholarly film articles in that they encompass personal and idiosyncratic reactions to and evaluations of a film, as well as objective analysis of the film’s formal techniques and thematic content.
	While film reviews tend to be fairly short (approximately 600-1200 words), they require a lot of preparation before you begin writing. Writing a film review often requires more than one viewing of the film, so plan to watch your chosen film at least two times.  While your first viewing may be solely for pleasure, your second viewing needs to focus on the interesting elements of the film that you can highlight in the review.  You may want to separate these elements into two broad categories: 1) formal techniques such as cinematography, editing, lighting, sound and score, and 2) thematic content that resonates with issues such as history, race, gender, sexuality, class, or the environment.
	After watching the film a second time, take careful notes on the formal and thematic elements of the film.  Then attempt to create a central idea for your review that brings together the film’s formal and thematic elements.  If your second viewing does not yield a strong central claim for the review or if you need to take more notes, you may have to watch parts of the film a third time.

The Film Review: Format
	Although there is not a set formula to follow when writing a film review, the genre does have certain common elements.  You should follow the format below for this assignment:
	  Paragraph 1: Introduction
	· Provide basic information about the film (film’s name, year, director, screenwriter, and major actors)
· Make an evaluative claim about the film
· Allude to the central concept of the review (what is your thematic focus, as well as your formal technique focus?)

	Paragraph 2: Plot Summary
	· Provide some plot summary but keep this brief and avoid specific details that would spoil the viewing for others who have not yet seen the film.

	Paragraph 3: Description
	· Include a detailed description of your particular cinematic experience watching the film (what does the film look like, feel like, and sound like?)

	Paragraph 4:  Analysis
	· Choose at least one formal technique (such as cinematography, editing, lighting, sound or score, or genre) to discuss.
· Choose at least one thematic piece of content to discuss (examples: history, race, gender sexuality, class, or environment)

	Paragraph 5: Conclusion/Evaluation
	· Remind readers of your general thoughts on the film.
· Implicitly or explicitly state whether you recommend the film, providing details why it either IS worth seeing or not.



